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Snowflake Dance
A film by Bobby Fodera

LOGLINE

A nerdy twelve-year-old boy enlists the help of his two best friends to help him ask his crush, the most 
popular girl, to tomorrow’s middle school dance.

SYNOPSIS

Freddy, a nerdy fourth grade boy, wants to ask his crush, Courtney, the most popular girl in school, to 
tomorrow’s Snowflake Dance, but he is too shy and self-conscious to ask her out. He tells his friends, 
Abby and Garrett, about this while they sit on the bench during gym class as he draws a portrait of 
Courtney in his sketchbook, and they reluctantly agree to help. Freddy’s crush is revealed to the class 
after he gets knocked out by a kickball and confesses his feelings for Courtney while in daze. As Freddy 
walks out of the nurse’s office, Courtney looks athim and he freezes, speechless.

Garrett and Abby help Freddy practice asking Courtney out in the drama room with various costumes 
and props. They also help him make a paper flower bouquet in art class as they talk about Star Trek: The 
Next Generation (TNG), and decide to ask Courtney the following morning since school is almost over. 
Abby is helping reluctantly, but the boys don’t notice.

Freddy, Abby, and Garrett split off at their lockers as Freddy is getting picked up by his mom and Abby 
and Garrett are taking the bus. Hunter and Courtney plan to embarass Freddy by having Courtney 
agree to go to the dance with him and end up showing up with Hunter, but Hunter isn’t quite so sure 
about the plan. As Freddy leaves the school, he literally runs into Hunter as he continues working on 
the portrait of Courtney. Hunter pins Freddy against the fence and interrogates him. He spills out his 
backpack and destroys the paper flower bouquet.

Later, Freddy cries at home, destroys the portrait of Courtney, and throws his sketchbook across the 
room. He knocks over a figurine with this as he pick it back up, he finds a dusty box set of Star Trek: 
TNG, opens it, and inside are Polaroid photographs of him and Abby on Halloween and as well as 
them with Garrett, too. Freddy has a realization and draws a portait of Abby next to Courtney’s in his 
sketchbook.

The next morning, he walks out of the principal’s office, walks down the hallway, and arrives at his lock-
er. Hunter barrels around the corner, asking him if he’s ready for round two, but the School Principal 
appears and interrupts them. She takes him away to her office for yesterday’s incident. Garrett and Abby 
have watched the whole thing and Freddy pulls a poster out of his locker and asks Abby to got to the 
dance with him. Abby is speechless, and runs into the Girl’s Bathroom. Freddy is numb and hangs his 
head in his locker and Garrett tries to console him. As Freddy closes his locker, Abby appears behind it 
and they have a heart-to-heart, but Abby ultimately agrees to go to the dance with him.  

Later, Freddy approaches Courtney. She assumes he’s there to ask her to the school dance, but instead 
he apologizes for telling the whole class he had a crush on her. She is angered and Freddy walks away. 
Hunter watches this all go down, but restrains himself. 

That night, Freddy and Abby show up late to the dance because the duct tape accessories he made for 
them took a longer time to make than expected. As they walk through the school courtyard, snow be-
gins to fall and slow music emanates from a side gym door. They decide to dance in the snowfall and 
Courtney jealously watches them from inside as Hunter spills a trash bag and falls in it while in a re-
flective vest. As Freddy and Abby finish dancing, Garrett shows up at the side door. Freddy invites him 
over and the three dance and have fun in the snowfall.
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ABOUT THE DIRECTOR

ROBERT V. FODERA, JR., or better known as Bobby, was 
born in Staten Island, New York, and is a 2022 Graduate of Syr-
acuse University’s College of Visual and Performing Arts with a 
B.F.A. Film and a Minor in Animation and Visual Effects. Since 
2016, he has directed numerous short films, music videos, and 
short animated films. Stories from Sicily (2020) is notably his 
first documentary project, and The Seven Stages of Grief (2021) 
is his second and latest experimental film. Snowflake Dance 
(2022) is his senior thesis film and is the narrative culmination 
of his college filmmaking career. Fodera has an ongoing web se-
ries titled, Bobby Fodera’s Weight Loss Journey (2020-). Fod-
era aspires to be a director of feature films that push the limits of creative storytelling.

DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT

This film is the culmination of college filmmaking career and will be my most ambitious and profes-
sional film to date.  This film was inspired by feature film idea I began outlining a writing during the 
Covid-19 Outbreak and Quarantine.  Since we were all stuck in our homes in Summer 2020, I tried 
to flex my creative muscles by scriptwriting and thinking of various ideas for stories.  The idea for the 
feature was inspired by my own experience at Union Township Elementary and Middle Schools in 
Hampton, NJ.  I never fully wrote out the feature, but outlined two-thirds of the scenes in a treatment 
and didn’t touch it again for over a year.  When it came to the Fall 2021 semester at Syracuse Univer-
sity in Los Angeles,  I had to begin Pre-Production on my Senior Thesis film, so I went through my 
past, not-fully developed ideas and found the treatment for the feature I wrote the previous summer.  
This story I am telling in this short film is very different from the feature.  I mainly plucked the main 
character, which is inspired by myself, and a few iconic and important scenes that I wanted to use and 
created a virtually new concept around it.  The feature version of this idea was a coming of age story 
with many story-lines and an exploration into a nerdy fourth grader in elementary school preparing 
to make the transition to middle school.  This idea focused a lot more on the life of my main character, 
Freddy, at home and his perspective on his parents crumbling marriage and him just wanting to not 
lose their love, as well as a social schism between Freddy with his desire to be like the popular kids and 
his jealous nerdy friends, who were both male.  When I first began working to adapt this to a short, 
Freddy’s friends were both still male and he was still 10-year-old fourth grader.  I eventually developed 
aging the kids up to twelve adn thirteen years old in middle school and he has one male and female 
friend.  I wanted to focus on telling the story of a young boy discovering that the person he loved was 
in front of him all along, beauty is more than just aesthetics, and that you should embrace who you are 
and not try to be someone you’re not.  Over the course of more than twenty five drafts and three major 
story changes, I wrote the script for th film and got feedback on it from friends, classmates, and teachers 
along the way.  I am still developing the script, but this is the latest version to date. I am excited to make 
this film in the Spring of 2022 and make something that can showcase by passion, love, and talents for 
filmmaking and telling stories.
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FREDDY:  Brandon Dale Hunt

Freddy (Fredo Romano Jr., 12) is a nerd who wants to ask his crush to the snowflake 

dance. Freddy needs to go on a journey of learning self confidence, embracing who he 

is as a person, and stop trying to be someone he’s not.

ABBY: Isabella Curulla

Abby (Abigail Feinberg, 12) is a nerdy girl with a sweater, curly hair, and one of Fred-

dy’s best friends.

GARRETT: Matthew Terry

Garrett (Garrett Williams, 12) is a nerdy boy with a superhero shirt, one of Freddy’s 

best friends, and acts as his wing-man.

COURTNEY: Carleigh Johnston

Courtney Adams (13) is the popular girl, Freddy’s crush, and dressed in all pink with 

long blonde hair.

HUNTER: Peter Alexander Konstantakos

Hunter (13) is the school bully and sports a sleeveless shirt, athletic shorts, and a mini 

mo-hawk.

PRINCIPAL HERNANDEZ: Kelly Gallagher

Principal Hernandez (40s) is the kind and commanding school principal.

	

GYM TEACHER: Pete Vroman

Gym Teacher (50s) is the oblivious and older gym teacher.

characters & Cast

BACKGROUND TALENT: Middle School Students
Megan Busche, Siena Oceanna, Garrett Williams, and Kayla Grace Konstantakos
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STILLS (CONT’D)
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STILLS (CONT’D)
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STILLS (CONT’D)
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